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May 1,2007
Contact: Roberta “Bobbie” Evans, interim dean, UM School of Education, 406-243-5877.
UM TO PRESENT PLANS FOR NEW EDUCATION CENTER
M ISSOULAThe School of Education at The University o f Montana will unveil plans for a new Phyllis
Washington Education Center during a 4:30 p.m. ceremony on Wednesday, May 2, in the Adams
Center Sky Club. Montana Gov. Brian Schweitzer w ill be the featured speaker.
The Washington Education Center, equipped with the latest technology, will train future
education professionals and enhance partnerships w ith practicing educators in the field. Pending
receipt of gift commitments for the project, construction should begin in 2008 on a 25,000square-foot center expansion to the Education Building.
A highlight of the addition will be space for the Early Childhood Modeling Center, which
takes an integrated or “wraparound” approach to serving youngsters and their families.
The planned facility also will feature indoor and outdoor classrooms, observation stations
for education and counseling students, a state-of-the-art classroom for science and math methods,
distance learning teaching, production and research areas, seminar and conference rooms, and
space for professional and pre-professional activities.
“All across our state, people eagerly await this fabulous new facility,” said Roberta
Evans, interim dean of the education school. “They know it will do far more than just ensure
UM’s programs for teachers, counselors and administrators are nationally recognized. It also will
-more-

050107educ-2
become a model training facility where professional development opportunities and partnerships
with P-12 schools and other campuses work together to help Montanans succeed.
“The Phyllis Washington Education Center will provide inspiration and identity for
generations of educators to come,” she said, “and we couldn’t be more thrilled about its future.”
Dennis and Phyllis Washington made a $3 million contribution toward construction of
the center as part of their commitment to UM’s historic $100 million capital campaign, “Invest in
Discovery.”
The ceremony also will honor Montana recipients o f Horatio Alger Scholarships for
students from disadvantaged backgrounds. Mr. Washington, a Missoula industrialist, chairs the
national Horatio Alger Foundation and will be present to honor more than 120 students who
received awards during 2004-06. The scholars are from UM campuses in Butte, Dillon, Helena
and Missoula.
Evans and UM President George Dennison also will be present, along with architect Stan
Zimet of OZ Architects, to discuss the new center and its importance to the University’s future.
Linda McCulloch, Montana superintendent of public instruction, and Sheila Steams,
commissioner of higher education, also are scheduled to appear.
The School of Education has prepared students for careers as teachers, counselors,
administrators and health educators for more than 75 years. The school now serves about 1,000
undergraduate and graduate students.
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